
An amazing place for people  
and for wildlife
Purbeck is one of the richest places for 
wildlife in the UK, thanks to its unique 
combination of open coast, natural harbour, 
heathland, chalk and limestone habitats. 
Its stunning chalk grasslands along the 
coast are the only places in the UK where 
you can find Lulworth skipper butterflies 
and two of the rarest sea lavenders.
 
It’s amazing to think that heathland is 
scarcer than rainforest. And in Purbeck  
it is one of our most precious habitats. 
Unique plants such as Dorset heath are 
thriving here and an incredible variety of 
rare insects, such as southern damselflies 
and water-loving raft spiders can be found 
amongst the heathers and gorse. 

Nationally-important numbers of brent 
geese, black-tailed godwits and avocets  
all choose Poole Harbour as their over-
wintering destination and the harbour is 
also home to a large colony of breeding 
terns. Dorset and East Devon Coast World 
Heritage Site, known as the Jurassic Coast 
World Heritage Site, which runs from Old 
Harry Rocks all the way to Orcombe Point 
in Devon, is also internationally recognised. 

People love this vibrant landscape too. 
Thomas Hardy, Paul Nash and Graham 
Sutherland all drew inspiration from its 
beauty, while those who live, work and 
visit here reap the well-being and 
recreational benefits of their natural 
surroundings. From its thriving tourist 
economy, to its farming communities  
and military ranges, Purbeck is as vital  
for people as it is for wildlife.  

Our work so far
We have been managing land in Purbeck 
for over four decades. In total we 
manage 1,095 hectares (ha) and 
welcome over 100,000 visitors annually.  
Arne reserve is one of the crown jewels, 
boasting an extraordinary range of 
habitats supporting amazing wildlife. 

We seek to protect, as well as  
manage, these wonderful places  
from inappropriate development and 
encourage initiatives that create new 
homes for nature. These initiatives 
include working with councils on 
heathland management plans that 
allow for housing development, while  
offsetting the possible impacts on 
sensitive habitats. This system has 
been successful; minimising harm  
to the heaths and providing new 
recreational facilities for local people.

We work closely with the minerals 
industry, identifying and encouraging 
restorations that deliver for wildlife and 
recreation. The importance of these 
sites has been recognised in a targeted 
national project – Nature After Minerals.

One of the biggest challenges in Purbeck 
is adapting to the effects of climate 
change. We are pleased to be working 
with partners, such as the Environment 
Agency and Natural England among 
others, to actively find solutions and plan 
for the future. There are big implications 
for communities, businesses and 
landowners in Purbeck, and we want to 
help make the right long-term decisions 
for people and wildlife.

Wild Purbeck

Arne reserve

The UK supports nearly a fifth of  
the world’s lowland heathland, and 
10% of this is in Dorset, mostly in 
Purbeck. Heathland supports a 
unique array of wildlife, including 
Dartford warblers and all six of the 
UK’s native reptiles. Sadly, since 
1830 almost three-quarters of our 
heathland has been lost, and what 
remains is fragmented, due to 
development, scrub encroachment 
and afforestation. During the 1980s 
we set up the ground-breaking 
Dorset Heathland Project. We’ve 
worked hard, alongside landowners 
and statutory agencies, to bring 
heathland and its wildlife back from 
the brink and we hope to see it 
flourish long into the future. 

Wins for wildlife

Common lizard



The area’s amazing geology, topography, wildlife and history are the reason 
for its landscape protection as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  
It’s why we’re working with lots of partner organisations through the Wild 
Purbeck Nature Improvement Area, to conserve wildlife diversity and 
improve its resilience for future generations to use and enjoy.”
Tom Munro, Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Manager
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What’s next?
Purbeck is an exceptional place for wildlife. But we believe  
it can be even better. We are committed to protecting the 
best of Purbeck and encouraging and supporting new 
opportunities for making space for wildlife and people.  

We have big plans. Over the coming years we hope to:  
see mineral restorations that work for people and wildlife; 
develop new areas of heathland and reconnect fragmented 
heaths; protect Poole Harbour against climate change; help 
farmland birds and agricultural businesses; and continue  
to manage the various pressures on our urban heathlands 
and Poole Harbour. This ambitious vision is not without its 
challenges. But, by working together, we can protect this 
landscape for future generations to enjoy. 

Get in touch
We want to hear your ideas about how we can work together 
to make Wild Purbeck even better for people and wildlife. 
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The Wild Purbeck Futurescapes project 
is kindly supported by: 

The RSPB is a member  
of BirdLife International,  
a partnership of conservation 
organisations working to give 
nature a home around the world

Futurescapes is 
generously supported 
by the EU Life+ 
Communications 
Programme

Natura 2000 – Europe’s 
nature for you. We are 
working together across the 
EU to safeguard Europe’s rich 
and diverse natural heritage 
for the benefit of all
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