
An amazing place for people  
and for wildlife
From Tower Bridge in London, past the 
broad expanse of marshes and mudflats, 
and out to the North Sea, the Greater 
Thames has been at the heart of the 
country’s economy for centuries. 
Commercial shipping, agriculture, heavy 
industry and power generation have long 
been a part of this iconic and diverse 
landscape. While home to a growing 
population of seven million people, it is 
also one of the most important places  
for birds and other wildlife in the UK. 

Throughout the seasons, a rich diversity of 
birds, mammals, plants and insects can be 
found on the marshes and mudflats of the 
Greater Thames. For some a visit here is a 
matter of survival; in winter, hundreds of 
thousands of migrating wildfowl and 
wading birds rely on the area to refuel 
after their exhausting flights. In summer, 
the marshlands are a hive of activity as 
one of England’s last strongholds for 
breeding redshanks and lapwings. In some 
places black-tailed godwits, the UK’s rarest 
breeding birds, call this area home, while 
marsh harriers, as rare in the UK as golden 
eagles, breed in good numbers on the 
North Kent marshes. Hundreds of seals 
have been spotted in the Thames and this 
is one of the best places to come face-to-
face with water voles; even appropriately-
named scarce emerald damselflies can be 
seen skimming across shallow pools in the 
vibrant marshes. 

 

Our work so far
The RSPB is the largest green space 
manager in the Greater Thames. In recent 
years we have invested over £50 million to 
open up large areas for people to visit and 
enjoy. Building partnerships and working 
together with other organisations has been 
the key to our success. 

The Wallasea Island Wild Coast project  
is the largest coastal habitat creation 
scheme of its kind in Europe. It has been 
made possible through a ground-breaking 
partnership between the RSPB and 
Crossrail, with support from the 
Environment Agency and Defra. It involves 
Crossrail shipping 4.5 million tonnes of 
clean earth from the construction of new 
tunnels and stations under London to 
recreate lost ancient habitat and provide  
a natural flood defence. 

In 2012, the Greater Thames was awarded 
Government funding as one of 12 Nature 
Improvement Areas (NIAs) in England, 
bringing key partners together to plan  
and deliver significant improvements for 
wildlife and people. It’s enabled us to work 
directly with farmers and landowners; 
financing habitat restoration, providing 
advice and guidance, and developing new 
management plans. 

Working together with our members and a 
whole range of partners, we have enjoyed 
great success in many major projects in 
the Greater Thames. Our activities have 
been supported by individuals, businesses, 
communities, local government, NGOs 
and funding bodies. We welcome new 
partners to help us deliver further benefits.

Greater Thames

Capercaillie are woodland grouse, 
confined to native pine forest and 
some commercial conifer 
plantations. Their needs are not 
straightforward as they require vast 
expanses of suitable habitat. Males 
are black, huge and unmistakable, 
especially so when they gather to 
perform their mating ritual at 
traditional lek sites. They spend a lot 
of time feeding on blaeberries on 
the ground, but may also be found 
in trees, feeding on pine needles. 
The UK capercaillie population and 
range has declined rapidly, and the 
species is now at risk of extinction. 
Conservation and restoration of the 
habitat is essential if they are to 
thrive once more.

DECLINE of  
     the Capercaillie

Lapwings and waders on the Thames Estuary

Nature’s home here is by no 
means secure; it is under threat 
from development, climate change 
and a growing public disconnected 
from nature. Important wildlife will 
be lost from the Greater Thames 
within the next century if we do 
not act to restore, adapt, enhance, 
and re-engage with, nature. 
Managing this risk and how we 
adapt to these changes will be a 
major challenge. We have started 
to plan and deliver more, bigger, 
better and connected habitats. 
These new areas will support 
nature and provide open spaces 
for today’s and tomorrow’s 
generations to explore and enjoy. 

Bringing the 
Thames marshes 
to life



What’s next?
The Greater Thames boasts a vibrant mix of wildlife, 
commerce and community, and our focus in the near future 
will add value to all three. 

We will continue to advocate ways in which the natural 
environment can underpin sustainable economic growth, 
and work with partners to enable development proposals 
that deliver net gains for nature. 

We are investing in local communities by providing 
opportunities for people to experience the amazing natural 
history on their doorstep through an exciting programme  
of events talks and activities. 

Get in touch
There are many opportunities to get involved in our work, 
from funding a major project to simply volunteering a few 
hours on our nature reserves. We want to hear your ideas 
on how we can collectively make the Greater Thames an 
even better place for people and wildlife.  
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Nature is one of our greatest and most undervalued assets. 
High-quality green spaces create nicer, healthier places to live. 
They can also help reduce flood damage, improve water quality 
and provide opportunities for new businesses to develop. In 
supporting nature, we are promoting the Thames Estuary as  
a great place to live, work and visit.”
Jo Sampson, Greater Thames Futurescape Project Manager
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The Greater Thames Futurescape project is an enormous 
undertaking that has to date benefited from the support of 
over 100 different organisations. Space restrictions prevent us 
from publicly acknowledging them here, but full details of the 
range and diversity of these organisations can be found on 
our website rspb.org.uk/futurescapes

The RSPB is a member  
of BirdLife International,  
a partnership of conservation 
organisations working to give 
nature a home around the world

Futurescapes is 
generously supported 
by the EU Life+ 
Communications 
Programme

Natura 2000 – Europe’s 
nature for you. We are 
working together across the 
EU to safeguard Europe’s rich 
and diverse natural heritage 
for the benefit of all
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