
An amazing place for people  
and for wildlife
The coastal plain from Portsmouth to 
Pagham Harbour is one of the most 
important areas for birds and other 
wildlife in southern England. Like a chain 
of jewels, the string of “harbours” here 
are of international significance for a 
range of precious species. These special 
places are a vital refuge for thousands  
of wintering and migrant wetland birds, 
including vast numbers of brent geese 
and huge wader flocks. They also host 
scarce breeding seabirds, such as little 
terns, that often feed in the rich waters 
offshore, and they are important as wild 
fish nurseries. Much-loved common seals 
can also be seen here on a regular basis. 

Each harbour has a very distinctive feel  
to it, from the busy Royal Navy bases in 
Portsmouth Harbour to the quiet salt 
marshes of Pagham Harbour. Chichester 
Harbour has been recognised as a 
nationally-important landscape through  
its designation as an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB). Peppered 
between these harbours are the crucial 
farmland habitats that support important 
numbers of breeding birds, such as corn 
buntings and grey partridges, and vital 
numbers of secretive water voles.

But people love this unique landscape 
too. From cycling and walking routes  
to organised boat trips, visitors and 
residents alike have long enjoyed 
activities that bring them closer to nature. 
Now we must work together to protect 
and enhance this landscape for future 
generations to enjoy. 

Our work so far
We have a long history of working within 
the Portsmouth to Pagham Futurescape 
area. Not only have we helped to  
manage a key nature reserve covering 
approximately a third of Langstone Harbour 
since 1978, but our involvement in helping 
to protect other important wildlife sites 
dates back over 40 years. We’re proud of 
our achievements over the past few 
decades, but there is still so much more to 
be done to safeguard this landscape for the 
future benefit of both people and wildlife. 

Most recently, we have taken on the 
management of over 400 hectares (ha) of 
the Pagham Harbour Local Nature Reserve 
(LNR), including almost 300 ha of mudflats 
and saltmarsh. Through our partnership 
working with the Environment Agency we 
have also helped to create the Medmerry 
managed realignment scheme and are 
now managing this incredible project. 
Designed not only to improve this 
landscape for wildlife, but for people too, 
this scheme is the largest open coast 
intertidal habitat creation project in the 
country. It presents a hugely exciting 
opportunity to create essential links 
between existing and new wildlife sites, 
and take action on a landscape scale. 

We have developed strong relationships 
with a range of organisations, including 
the County Wildlife Trusts, the Chichester 
Harbour Conservancy, the Langstone 
Harbour Board, the Environment Agency 
and the county and district councils.  
We must continue to work together to 
maintain and improve homes for nature 
throughout this precious landscape. 

Portsmouth to Pagham

Chichester Harbour

Capercaillie are woodland grouse, 
confined to native pine forest and 
some commercial conifer 
plantations. Their needs are not 
straightforward as they require vast 
expanses of suitable habitat. Males 
are black, huge and unmistakable, 
especially so when they gather to 
perform their mating ritual at 
traditional lek sites. They spend a lot 
of time feeding on blaeberries on 
the ground, but may also be found 
in trees, feeding on pine needles. 
The UK capercaillie population and 
range has declined rapidly, and the 
species is now at risk of extinction. 
Conservation and restoration of the 
habitat is essential if they are to 
thrive once more.

DECLINE of  
  the Capercaillie
Nature’s future is by no means  
safe here. Rising sea levels mean 
that valuable areas of saltmarsh  
and mudflat are being “squeezed” 
against hard sea defences. As  
a result, birds and other wildlife  
are losing the habitat they so 
desperately need, and are forced to 
go elsewhere. More realignment 
schemes like Medmerry (see 
opposite) can help combat this 
threat, but we face big challenges 
on the highly-developed south coast. 
Housing and built infrastructure 
needs must be balanced with the 
risk of loss or disturbance to our 
important wildlife sites. We need to 
work together to find imaginative 
solutions to these problems.

Wildlife  
at threat

Dunlin on mudflats 
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What’s next?
Our priority over the next few years is to continue to work 
closely with our partners to ensure a healthy future for our 
internationally-important wetlands. In particular we want to 
see thriving numbers of breeding seabirds – our ambition is 
to have breeding little terns in every harbour! 

We will improve facilities and access links between Pagham 
Harbour and the new wetlands at Medmerry and beyond 
towards Chichester and Langstone Harbours. By enhancing 
the habitats at all of these places we will be helping wildlife 
to move from one place to another and survive in the face of 
change. And local economies and communities will thrive 
too. Improved natural assets will benefit green tourism in the 
area and enhance the sense of place and quality of life for 
local people, both now and in the future. 

Get in touch
We want to hear your ideas about how we can work 
together to make Portsmouth to Pagham even better for 
people and wildlife.

Nature is an invaluable asset and year by year more and more people lose 
touch with it. The beautiful and varied coast and countryside between 
Portsmouth and Pagham provides a unique opportunity to help reconnect 
people with wildlife, for the benefit of both.”
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Futurescapes is the RSPB’s contribution to landscape-scale 
conservation throughout the UK. 
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The RSPB is a member  
of BirdLife International,  
a partnership of conservation 
organisations working to give 
nature a home around the world

Futurescapes is 
generously supported 
by the EU Life+ 
Communications 
Programme

Natura 2000 – Europe’s 
nature for you. We are 
working together across the 
EU to safeguard Europe’s rich 
and diverse natural heritage 
for the benefit of all
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