
Scots Pine trees near Oxborough Norfolk

An amazing place for people  
and for wildlife
The Brecks is a fascinating and totally 
unique landscape in Britain – you  
would have to cross the Channel to  
find anything similar. It spans nearly  
1,000 square kilometres across parts  
of Norfolk and Suffolk in the heart of East 
Anglia. You know you’re in the Brecks 
when you see lines of gnarled Scot’s 
pines throughout the farmed landscape.

In the Brecks you’ll find Thetford Forest 
(the largest man-made lowland forest  
in the UK), extremely rare sandy grass 
heaths, wildlife-rich farmland and some 
really unusual wetland features, known  
as pingos. Within these fantastic habitats 
you can expect to see an array of 
extraordinary and internationally-important 
wildlife. In fact, nearly 13,000 species 
have been recorded here. 

Throughout the Brecks landscape you  
can hear the eerie calls of stone-curlews, 
be mesmerised by the churring calls  
of nightjars and intrigued by their folklore,  
or spot one of the many thousands of tiny 
insects and plants, some totally unique  
to this special area. 

The Brecks is a distinctive landscape 
because of its geology, climate and 
land-use history, shaped by people.  
Its sandy, flinty soils, extremes in 
temperatures, with hot days and cool 
nights (a frost can occur in any month  
of the year), and the fact that it’s the 
driest part of Britain, have made it a 
unique home for all kinds of species.

Our work so far
We are working together on a landscape 
scale to achieve more, not just on nature 
reserves, but across the whole landscape 
(at the RSPB we call this a Futurescape). 
We’ve been working in the Brecks since 
the mid 1980s, mainly with the stone-
curlew project, but also with woodlarks 
and nightjars in the forest. 

Partnership working is central to our 
ambition for this landscape. We’ve been 
working with the Brecks Biodiversity 
Delivery Group, landowners and 
communities, to create a landscape with 
bigger, better, more and connected 
habitats, healthy numbers of species and 
a local community that understands and 
enjoys its natural surroundings. 

Our work here includes securing a 
sustainable future for stone-curlews, 
which benefits a whole range of other 
wildlife too, including special plants and 
invertebrates. We’re working together 
with our partners to protect and enhance 
designated wildlife sites by helping to 
ensure that any development in the area 
does not result in any net loss of habitat 
or wildlife. We’re also working with 
landowners to ensure that their protected 
sites are in the best condition they can be 
for wildlife. 

Our communications work is helping to 
raise the profile of the Brecks and we run 
a number of events and activities for local 
people to enjoy. These are designed to 
help communities to understand and 
want to actively engage with the 
landscape and its wildlife. 

The Brecks

Two-thirds of the UK’s stone-
curlews breed in the Brecks, 
making this area an extremely 
important place for these special 
birds. In the 1980s their numbers 
reached an all-time low and we’ve 
been working hard, alongside 
farmers, landowners and partners, 
to restore their numbers through 
intervention schemes. Though our 
work has been successful and 
stone-curlew numbers are much 
healthier now, they are reliant on 
conservation work and the goodwill 
of landowners. Our focus is now on 
making these numbers self-
sustaining. We’re working closely 
with landowners to create safe 
nesting areas and to improve the 
condition of heathland to allow 
stone-curlews to nest year after 
year. This work benefits a range of 
other wildlife too.

The future of 
stone-curlews



What’s next?
The Brecks is internationally important for wildlife and 
heritage, but it is under threat. Declines in species and habitat 
quality mean that we need to act now to restore a healthy, 
wildlife-rich environment for the benefit of all. 

We’ll continue to work hard for people and wildlife across the 
Brecks, on a landscape scale. Together with communities, 
landowners and our partners at the Brecks Biodiversity 
Delivery Group we aim to achieve the huge amount that 
needs to be done in the Brecks to ensure there is space for 
nature to thrive and communities to engage with their 
surroundings. Together we can ensure a wildlife-rich legacy 
for future generations to enjoy and benefit from. 

Get in touch
Please get in touch with us to discuss how we can  
work together to make the Brecks even better for people 
and wildlife.
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The Brecks Futurescape 
Office
Thetford
T 01842 753732
E thebrecks@rspb.org.uk

Brecks Projects Manager
Charlotte Lowry
T 01842 756710
E charlotte.lowry@rspb.org.uk

Area Manager
Rob Lucking
T 07850 402832
E rob.lucking@rspb.org.uk

The Brecks

“ I have lived and farmed in the 
Brecks for over 70 years and 
have seen many changes to 
the landscape. Wildlife has 
always been a central part of 
farming and we take great 
care to avoid nesting sites 
and help ground-nesting birds 
flourish. We all need to come 
together to ensure we do our 
bit to help wildlife thrive in 
the Brecks, wildlife needs us 
right now, but we need 
wildlife for our own survival 
and enjoyment too.”
Chris Knights, retired farmer
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We’re working with a wide range of partners,  
organisations, landowners, farmers, businesses and 
individuals. Space restrictions prevent us from publicly 
acknowledging them here, but full details of the range and 
diversity of these organisations can be found on our website 
rspb.org.uk/futurescapes

The RSPB is a member  
of BirdLife International,  
a partnership of conservation 
organisations working to give 
nature a home around the world

Futurescapes is 
generously supported 
by the EU Life+ 
Communications 
Programme

Natura 2000 – Europe’s 
nature for you. We are 
working together across the 
EU to safeguard Europe’s 
rich and diverse natural 
heritage for the benefit of all
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