
An intricate woodland and 
heathland mosaic

Tudeley 
Woods 

Welcome 
This ancient, semi-natural mixed 
woodland is owned by the Hadlow 
Estate and managed in partnership 

It’s a network of flower-rich rides, glades, heathland, 
woodland and wildflower meadows. The long history of 
varied woodland management, the diverse wildlife these 
spaces support and our changing climate have all helped 
shape the Tudeley Woods landscape. 

The traditional practice of coppicing trees still occurs 
here and you are likely to find an abundance of flowers, 
such as bugle and dog violet. Elsewhere in the woodland 
you can see silver-washed fritillary butterflies which 
thrive here and you might even be lucky enough to spot 
a purple emperor! Keep an eye out for bright displays of 
fungi in autumn; Tudeley Woods boasts over 1,100 
recorded species, and the list continues to grow. 

The two trails which are permissive trails offer access to dry 
heathland ridges and sheltered wet woodland, taking you into  

 setting. the realms of the different wildlife unique to each

 L
es

se
r-

sp
o

tt
ed

 w
o

o
d

p
ec

ke
r 

b
y 

M
ik

e 
La

n
e 

(r
sp

b
-i

m
ag

es
.c

o
m

)

Immerse 
yourself in 
the songs 
of woodland 
birds.

Discover a 
variety of 
butterflies 
along sunny 
rides.

Test your 
senses in 
our restored 
wildflower 
meadow.

A little piece  
of paradise. 
Everywhere  
you go there is 
something to thrill 
the eye and 
gladden the heart 
David, Pembury

Take part with us

In this area…

Guided walks 
We have a range of seasonal walks to discover 
the reserve’s wildlife, such as our autumn 
fungi forays. 

Get involved
Our volunteers undertake a variety of tasks, 
including coppicing, installing signs and 
undertaking wildlife surveys. Contact us to 
enquire about volunteering.

For dates and full details about all our events, 
please visit rspb.org.uk/tudeleywoods  
or e-mail tudeley.woods@rspb.org.uk   

Share your visit on social media, tagging your 
posts #RSPBTudeley or share via:

 /RSPBSouthEast 
  @RSPB_SouthEast 

 @RSPB_Love_Nature 

Other local attractions
RSPB Broadwater Warren,  

, East Sussex TN3 9JP. Near Groombridge
Tel: 01892 752 430 (9 miles) 
rspb.org.uk/broadwaterwarren 
This peaceful, wild corner of the garden of England 
has a long history, but its wooded trails and 
heathland views are now yours to enjoy. 

RSPB Fore Wood, Battle TN33 9AG. 
Tel: 01892 752 430 (30 miles) 
rspb.org.uk/forewood 
A tranquil woodland of coppice and mature trees 
over narrow ravines or ghylls.  

Top things to do 
Spring/summer
A busy time for nature and a  
great time for you to explore.

Take a stroll in our newly-restored 
Brakeybank wildflower meadow.

Breathe in the unmistakable smell of 
wild garlic down woodland tracks. 

Close your eyes, let your ears pick out the 
spring song of blackcaps, chiffchaffs and 
willow warblers.

Spot bumblebees and butterflies whizzing 
from flower to flower down sunny rides.

Visit the heathland in late summer for a 
dazzling display of purple heather. 

Autumn/winter
Five things not to miss  
during the chillier months.

Look out for emerging fungi on the woodland 
floor including our rare hedgehog fungi.

Count redwings and fieldfares as these 
seasonal migrants return to the reserve. 

Enjoy the views from the top of 
Brakeybank wood.

Can you tell the difference between the 
sound of siskin flocks and groups of tits 
feeding in the tree tops?

Witness traditional  first-hand by   management
 party.joining a volunteer work
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How to get here
Nearest town: Tunbridge Wells
By bike: (Sustrans cycle route) 

By train: The nearest railway station is High Brooms on the 
outskirts of Royal Tunbridge Wells.

By road: 0.6 mile (1 km) south of Tonbridge along 
the A21, take the left turn into Dislingbury Road 
(sometimes called Half Moon Lane). The reserve 
entrance is 300 metres along the lane, on the left. 

The RSPB is a registered charity in England & Wales 207076,  
in Scotland SC037654. Front cover: Tudeley Woods RSPB reserve  
by Robert Horne, Purple emperor butterfly by Richard Revels (both 
rspb-images.com)  TUW-2362-15-16

Opening times
There is limited visitor parking off the road at all  
times. Parking for visiting groups can be provided  
by prior arrangement.

Admission charges
Entry is free, but we welcome online and postal 
donations to help us maintain and manage the 
landscape and wildlife which make up Tudeley Woods.  

RSPB Tudeley Woods
Dislinbury Road, Tudeley,  
Tonbridge, Kent TN11 0PT
Tel: 01892 752 430
E-mail: tudeley.woods@rspb.org.uk

rspb.org.uk/tudeleywoods www.

Helping to give nature a home

with the RSPB. 

 /HadlowEstate/ 
 @hadlow_estate 

www.hadlow.com/tudeley-woods 



To Tonbridge

To Pembury

To Tunbridge Wells
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Finding your way around
RSPB Tudeley Woods
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The best way to discover the wildlife of the 
reserve is to follow one of our way-marked trails

They take you through a variety of habitats, where 
there is always the chance of finding something 
unexpected, like lizards basking on the open heathland 
paths or a giant wood-ants’ nest within the sheltered 
wet woodlands. 

Make sure you wear suitable footwear as the ground 
can be uneven and muddy at times. 

  Brakeybank trail

Explore our newly-restored and enlarged 
Brakeybank Meadow on this exciting 1½ mile  
long walk. Allow about 40 minutes to complete 
your walk. 

We’ve been coppicing the trees to allow more light 
through to the woodland floor. This encourages 
wildflowers such as bugle, early-purple orchid and 
devil’s-bit scabious. In summer, the meadow is alive 
with butterflies and bees, grasshoppers and crickets. 
Spotted flycatchers can be seen in the woodland, 
where you may also be lucky enough to see or hear  
a lesser spotted woodpecker. Keep your eyes peeled 
for golden ringed dragonflies as you walk past 
the streams. 

  Heathland Link trail

A 3 mile walk giving you a taste of the whole 
reserve. Allow about two hours to complete  
the trail, extra if you want to pause to soak  
in the views.

Here you will move through traditionally-managed 
sweet chestnut coppice plots and around the 
heathland and valley mire areas of the reserve. 
Species such as hazel dormice and silver-washed 
fritillary butterflies have evolved to thrive in these 
threatened niche habitats. Our restoration of the open 
heathland is crucial for the future of ground-nesting 
birds, like nightjars. You may be lucky enough to hear 
them “churring” at dusk during summer.

Key
Water

Woodland

Heathland

Meadow

Mire

Sandstone quarry

Viewpoint

Public footpaths 
 

Public Bridleway

Brakeybank permissive trail

Heathland Link permissive tra

which are permissive footpaths. Permissive footpath Permissive footpath

Please note that Tudeley Woods is a nature 
reserve and we ask that dogs are kept on leads at 
all times including in meadows and heathland to 
avoid disturbing wildlife including nesting birds. 

Rotational coppicing,
or cutting of trees
creates clearings 
where butterflies and
pollinators flourish.

Footpath WT202

Footpath WT200

Footpath WT203

Footpath WT211

Footpath WT216

The remains of an
old charcoal burner 
hint at the old
commercial use of
Tudeley Woods.

Look out for skylarks
over the meadows
in the summer.

Look out for the distinctive red-
capped and white-spotted fly agaric
across the heathland areas; one of
the reserve’s many fungi finds.

The sandstone quarries form part of
Pembury Cutting and Pits, a
geological Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI).

Brakeybank
meadow

Heathland
viewpoint

Bridleway WT210
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